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MembersFriends of Wehr
Nature Center

Annual Meeting
April 21, 2022

Agenda

• Call to Order/President’s Report Greg Joers

• Director’s Report Carly Hintz
• Business Meeting:

• Minutes from 2021 Annual Meeting Elizabeth Terasek
• Treasurer’s Report Jim Wroblewski
• Marketing/Communications Report Cindy Lorentzen
• Volunteers, Members, Donors Cindy Lorentzen

• Election of Directors Paul Brings
• Addressing Urgent Needs Ted Bosch, Carly Hintz

• Q&A



MembersFriends of Wehr 
Nature Center

Vision
The Friends of Wehr believe that every person deserves to 
have access to nature year-round.  

As the nonprofit partner of the Wehr Nature Center, the 
Friends of Wehr supports Wehr’s mission of inspiring current 
and future generations to explore and value the natural world.

In 2021 we supported:
• Building and trail enhancements
• Educational programming for all ages
• Natural areas stewardship
• Programming and infrastructure for access and inclusion
• Public events



Message from 
President, 
Greg Joers

Dear Friends,

Despite another challenging year Wehr Nature Center and the Friends of Wehr (FOW) 
had a good year.  We were able to enjoy multiple programs, welcome  school groups and 
host two events which were very successful:  our annual plant sale and Cider Sunday –
both of which were enjoyed by new friends and current members.

Work on the building continued and was largely complete by year end.  Even though 
Director Deb McRae retired in 2020, she continued (along with Ted Bosch) to carry the 
project to near conclusion.

2021 was a challenging budgetary year for Milwaukee County as well. It was decided in 
late fall 2020 that the County would no longer renew the annual contract with UW-
Madison Extension for 3.5 staff persons and half of the director's salary. Milwaukee 
County Parks agreed to hire a director, two full-time staff, and upgrade a park office 
worker to full-time. This created both a challenge and an opportunity for FOW. The 
challenge was losing a staff naturalist and a variety of office support for FOW, but it also 
provided the needed "push" to move FOW forward to hiring their own administrative 
assistant. As the Friends have grown in size and taken on more responsibilities for 
funding programs at Wehr, the job has become a full-time commitment. The new 
position will support membership, donors, sponsors, event coordination, and many other 
functions. FOW welcomes Carol Howard to a full-time position as FOW Executive 
Assistant. She has been supporting FOW part-time for over 10 years in her role with UW 
Extension. Carol is doing a great job creating this new position and supporting FOW.

This fall the County hired a new Director for the Center.  Carly Hintz comes to us from 
Riveredge Nature Center.  We are very fortunate and pleased to have her at the helm 
and look forward to working with her to bring continued success to Wehr.

I will be stepping down as President after this term.  It was a privilege and honor to 
serve.  I want to thank the board and the staff for their support.

Greg Joers
President, Friends of Wehr



Dear Friends,

2021 was a year of adaptability and creativity for the staff of Wehr Nature Center. With a new 
facility addition and accessibility improvements, along with a new director, the year marked a time 
of transition. Masking and hybrid programs became a way of life and the innovativeness of the staff 
to deliver high-quality, engaging virtual programs was surpassed by none. It is estimated that more 
than 80,000 people utilized the nature center trails.

The Visitor Center reopened in August after a complete closure of 18 months. By the end of 2021, 
the staff were eager and proud to open the doors for a full seven days per week. Despite being 
closed for the first half of the year, more than 5,800 people attended naturalist-led programs 
either virtually or in-person. It was never a better time to be in the business of nature/outdoor 
education. Maple Sugar Days, Bug Day, Halloween Haunts, and Cider Sunday were all major events 
that were able to take place, in a reduced capacity, with creative thinking and a slick new capability 
to pre-register for programs. New virtual programs included Brews and Botany, the science behind 
the brews and Women and Girls in Science, an ode to the women who have made huge impacts to 
the world of science. 

New partnerships with the Zablocki Veterans Memorial Hospital and support from Bader 
Philanthropies led to two new specific audience programs– Operation Recon Nature, year-round 
hikes with veterans and Spark!, a nature-themed program for adults with memory loss and their 
care partners. The staff were proud to make meaningful relationships with these new audiences. 

In addition, the beloved Halloween Haunts welcomed members of the community as well as 
corporate partners from Kohls Foundation and R.W. Baird to help carve the more than 300-
pumpkins provided by the Hunger Task Force Farm. It sure does take a village! 

During the fall of 2021, schools began to embark on limited local field trips and even walking field 
trips. As they have for decades, naturalists once again were ready to take to the incredible 
Milwaukee County Parks to conduct watershed programs in places along the Milwaukee River like 
Kletzsch Park.

Message from 
Director, Carly Hintz



Message from the Director (continued)

Volunteers were ready to dust off their sleeves and get to work when they 
were allowed to return in April. Buckthorn busting, boardwalk building, laying 
wood chips on the trails, and caring for the animals were just a few of the jobs 
that awaited their “homecoming.” A volunteer celebration took place in person 
in November with two different sessions to allow for social distancing. At that 
time it was presented that despite the lapse in service, more than 367 
volunteers dedicated over 8,000 hours in 2021. While it will take time to 
rebound to 2019 figures, this level of commitment is nothing to blink at. 
Just in time for Halloween Haunts, I was welcomed as the new Director. 
Learning as I went, I quickly assumed roles as needed such as airing on Fox6’s 
Wake Up Show, jumping into the roly poly costume, and serving as a hike 
leader. After things settled down, work began to revisit the 2020 strategic plan 
that had taken a backseat to COVID transitions and re-envision the next 
chapter for Wehr. 
With the help of the staff, volunteers and Friends members, we are setting our 
sights high in this next chapter. Future goals are to become a leading 
destination in the Midwest for modeling not only best practices in accessibility 
in nature, but also contributing to dismantling issues related to justice, equity, 
diversity and inclusion. This big goal falls in line with Milwaukee County’s vision 
to be the healthiest county in Wisconsin and has brought with it a series of 
exciting new partnerships and program opportunities. This, alongside a 
renewed focus on land management, 2022 is sure to move from what was a 
year of transition to a whole new public “a-Wehr-ness” of Wehr. 
Thank you to the staff, volunteers, FOW, FOW Board, and the entire 
community for helping transition Wehr into a bright new chapter in 2022. 
Special thanks to the Milwaukee County Parks leadership and Deb McRae for 
their warm welcome into my new role. It is my goal to ensure that everyone 
feels welcome, wanted, and comfortable while they are at Wehr.
Carly Hintz, Director



Summary:  2020 Minutes

Elizabeth Terasek
Secretary 



Members,

Financially, the Friends of Wehr Nature Center is very healthy.  Although we worked without a budget 
due to the pandemic and lack of continuity in the treasurer’s position, our performance was solid.  A 
new treasurer was elected in May 2021.

Let’s review our financials:  Balance Sheet – Our checking and money market are managed closely so 
that your money is working hard.  Minimum balances are maintained.  In July 2021 the board of 
directors moved excess funds to create an investment account of $175,000.  At year end, it grew to 
$178,150.16 with healthy returns.  There are virtually no liabilities.

First take a look at our last line on our Profit and Loss Statement. We show a net income of only 
$335.  That is near perfect for a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization.  In a year with restricted activities
we took in almost $38,000 in grants, and $61,000 in contributions from individuals and corporations.  
Our Nature Store had total sales of $31,600.  Our gross profit for the Friends of Wehr Nature Center 
was $208,656.

What did we spend?  We spent $205,773.31. Notably in building repairs, wages, outdoor projects, 
and accounting fees. After adjustments we netted the $335.68.

Our highlight also includes the re-opening of our Nature Store in July after being closed for almost 2 
years.  With a new manager, inventory was revamped to closely align to emphasize education, nature 
experiences, and scientific wonder.  The Nature Store is 100% staffed by volunteers and these 
volunteers stepped up to keep the store open from 10:00 until 2:00 every day.  Numerous sales 
events were held to promote the store.  We had an increase in promotional awareness and 
advertising using Facebook, Newsletter articles and eBlasts throughout the last four months of 2021.

New for 2022 we will have more coordination of products geared to events at Wehr Nature Center.  
Expanded hours during special events and a great collection of nature books, popular jewelry and 
unique products such as our Bird Friendly® coffee, Alpaca socks and beautiful puzzles.

Financially, 2022 should bring a strong performance with the normalcy of activities.  We will see 
increased membership, attendance and interest at Wehr Nature Center.

Jim Wroblewski
Treasurer

Treasurers 
Report

Jim Wroblewski
Treasurer



ASSETS

Current Assets

Bank Account $15,506
Cash 500
Undeposited Funds 1,994
Money Market 32,325
Nature Store Inventory 29,821
Prepaid Expenses 316

Total Current Assets $80,462
Fixed and Other Assets

Equipment 9,091
Investments 178,150

TOTAL ASSETS
$267,703

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities

Accounts Payable $950
Sales Tax Payable 264
Gift Certificates Sold 356
Accrued Expenses 2,700
Deferred Membership Revenue 17,517

TOTAL LIABILITIES $21,787

Equity

Retained Earnings 245,580
Net Income 336

Total Equity
$245,916

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
$267,703

Friends of Wehr Nature Center, Inc
Statement of Financial Position
As of December 31, 2021

Friends of Wehr Nature Center, Inc.
Statement of Financial Activities
December 31, 2021

Income
Membership Dues 29,317
Grants 37,875
Contributions (Individual & Corporate) 95,144
Scholarships (Restricted) 4,071
Events 9,736
Store Revenue 31,657
Other Revenue 3,340
Capital Gains from Investments 3,993

Total Income
$215,133

Cost of Goods Sold 6,476
GROSS PROFIT

$208,657

Expenses
Advertising 2,364
Fees Paid (Bank, Merchant, Investment) 6,051
Building Repair 24,394
Wages & Payroll Tax 93,377
IT Equipment, Licenses, Permits 6,393
Education Program Materials 6,157
Fundraising Event Materials 17,336
Land Management 1,103
Office Supplies, Copier, Printing, Postage 6,799
Memorial Expense 25,003
Accounting Fees 10,690
Animal care, Parking, Dues. Training, etc 2,864
Volunteer Expenses 912
Insurance 2,330

Total Expenses
$205,773

NET OPERATING INCOME $2,884
Unrealized Gain/Loss -1,944
Misc. Expense -604

NET INCOME $336

Jim Wroblewski
Treasurer

“Financially, the 
Friends of Wehr
Nature Center is 
very healthy.”



Wehr Nature 
Center on Social 
Media

Friends of Wehr communicates and markets via their website, social media, 
membership e-blasts, community event listings and media outreach.  An increase in 

website visits and social media followers, as well as post engagement throughout the 
year, was due to more frequent communications, a mixture of content that our 

followers reacted to in a favorable way, and more videos.  This year, we also began to 
utilize LinkedIn’s networking relationships to invite and add more followers.

Website:
www.friendsofwehr.org

Follow us on social media:
FACEBOOK:  Facebook.com/wehrnaturecenter

INSTAGRAM:  Instagram.com/wehrnaturecenter
YOUTUBE:  www.youtube.com/user/wehrnaturecenter

LINKEDIN:  Linkedin.com/company/friendsofwehrnaturecenterinc

http://www.friendsofwehr.org/
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.youtube.com/user/wehrnaturecenter
about:blank


Annual Value of Volunteers = $228,911.91

Annual Volunteer contribution equivalent to                      
over 4 full time employees

$2.65 return on investment for                                        
every $1 invested 

Volunteers

In 2021, 35 new volunteers joined 
our team of over 367 members 
volunteering over 8,020 hours to 
advance the mission of Wehr
Nature Center:  to inspire current 
and future generations to explore 
and value the natural world.  

They serve essential roles by aiding 
the staff with educational 
programs, land maintenance, visitor 
experience and so much more.

A special shoutout to the 12 groups 
including high school and university 
service learners, Eagle Scouts and 
corporate groups (201 individuals) 
who volunteered 608 hours in 
2021!

Top volunteers for 2021:
Debra McRae 530 hours
James Wroblewski 304.25 hours
Ted Bosch 290.58 hours

A record number of 
volunteers (164) 
participated in the 
Great Whitnall
Park Clean-up on 
April 17.

Due to a generous donation by 2 volunteers, Wehr’s Wheel ‘n Chip Society 
received a new mule (Francis) to help with maintaining our trails.



Members

Membership By Category (2021)

Thank you for supporting Wehr 
Nature Center throughout 2021.  
Your membership made it possible 
for our dedicated team to continue
their mission to inspire current and 
future generations of all abilities 
to explore and value the natural 
world.   

Over 1,100 members help us
provide financial support of every 
aspect of Wehr Nature Center.   
We could not do what we do 
without you! 

Membership 
Type

Family Senior Individual Supporting Sustaining Lifetime 
Family

Benefactor Total

Number of 
Members

453 407 187 108 15 11 4 1185



Members
Donors

Thank you to our donors who 
contribute so much to Wehr Nature 
Center. 
Your generous donations made it 
possible for us to develop programs 
for individuals of all ages and 
abilities.  In addition, we made 
facility improvements for the 
welfare of park visitors and the 
surrounding community. 
Our donors help us achieve our goal 
to become a place for all seasons 
and a place for everyone.  

$8000 & Up
Ted and Kathy Bosch
William and Elizabeth Nowicki
Michael and Sue Rudolf

$2000-$7999
Betty Andrews Storey
Eric and Karen Eberhardy
Festival Foods
Dale and LuAnn Hermann
Ronald and Barb Rebernick
Audrey Reineck
Colleen Resendiz-Benefit Realty
Tom and Mary Jo Stock
Barbara and Gary Wallner
WI Metro Audubon Society

$1000-$1999
Scott Bowe
Paul and Pat Brings
Judy Brooks-Levar
Gerald and Kay Cullen
Judy and Wooly Dimmick
Karen Johnson and Jim Toth
Mark and Shari Kastner
Kohl’s Department Store
Diane S. Lindsley and 
Thomas Schuck
Mary MacLaren
Allen and Sharon Marifke
Margaret Meier
Jeanne Meyer
Mary Rockstad
Dean Roth
Gary and Connie Smieja
VMware
Sally Waraczynski
WaterStone Bank
WaterStone Investments

$500-$999
Marsha Berenson
BMO Financial Group
Evelyn Brandt
Mark Craze
Katie Fisher
Ken Goltz
Patrick Knapp
Debra and Tom McRae
Georgiana Orthaus 
Joseph Roubik – Moneywise   
Planning Group, LLC
Nathan and Jena Rupp
Carlen Schenk
Joanne Schilz
Betty Siemsen
Lara Steinbach
Betsy Vokac
Charles and Ruth Werkowski

$1-$499
812  donors

Thank you for your generous contribution to Wehr Nature Center!

We are grateful to all of our supporters at all 
levels, but due to space constraints only donors 
who gave $500 or more are listed.  If your name 
is listed inaccurately or omitted, please let us 
know.  



Corporate 
Sponsors• Bader Philanthropies

• Benefit Realty/Colleen Resendiz
• Bubble Luxury
• Cousins Subs
• Festival Foods
• Green Bay Packers
• Hales Corners Chamber of Commerce
• Happy Tails Pet Supplies
• Hilton Garden Inn
• Holz Motors
• Liquid Johnny’s
• Mathnasium of Franklin
• Moneywise Planning Group LLC/Joseph Roubik
• Partners in Hair
• Pops Kettle Corn
• Vintage 38
• WaterStone Bank
• WaterStone Investments
• Wheel & Sprocket
• Wild Birds Unlimited
• Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society

Thank you
Corporate Sponsors

Thanks to generous contributions from our corporate sponsors, 
donors, members and volunteers, 

we welcomed 71,000 visitors to our beautiful campus.

17 FAMILY programs had 3,224 participants
25 ADULT programs had 581 participants

59 SCHOOL programs had 2115 participants



STAFF 

• Jan Alexander - Front Desk Receptionist

• Howard Aprill - Park Naturalist

• Breeann Behrendt - Office Manager

• Emily Brown - Park Naturalist

• Bev Bryant - Park Naturalist

• Mary Gaub - Volunteer 
Coordinator/Naturalist

• Brooke Gilley - Park Naturalist

• Carly Hintz - Director

• Carol Howard - Naturalist/Friends of 
Wehr Executive Assistant

• Andy Karpek - Park Maintenance

• Matt Seiler - Park Maintenance/Land 
Steward

• Sarah Stokes – Front Desk Receptionist

• Holly Walz – Park Naturalist

FRIENDS OF WEHR BOARD - 2021
• Greg Joers, President
• Ted Bosch, Vice President
• Cindy Lorentzen, Vice President/ 

Marketing and Communications
• Jim Wroblewski, Treasurer/Store 

Manager
• Liz Terasek, Secretary
• Lucas Amell, Director/Cider Sunday
• Paul Brings, Director/Board 

Development
• Scott Cherek, Director/Video Production
• Paul Kohlmann, Director/Social Media
• Jennifer Lazewski, Director/Plant Sale
• Lisa Miller, Director/Resource 

Development
• James Rieck, Director Emeritus
• Joe Roubik, Director/Membership
• Joe Schwark, Director/Volunteers
Directors who served part of 2021:
• Patrick Bosch
• Irene Perez
• Lori Muench
• Ron Rebernick

Wehr Nature 
Center Staff

Friends of Wehr 
Board



Election of 
Directors

Two-year Term

• Paul Brings
• Cindy Lorentzen
• Joe Schwark
• Elizabeth Terasek

Renewal:

• Jeremy Lewandowski
• Justin Hougham

New:



Addressing the Urgent Repairs Needed to 
Preserve our Natural Areas

Ted Bosch 
Carly Hintz





Today…

Information:  description/location/problem/concern











Storm Water 101 
Provided by: 
Root Pike WIN



Q & A
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