FALL 2022 OCTOBER • NOVEMBER • DECEMBER

October 2

11 am-4 pm

Celebrate Wisconsin’sapple growing heritage at this family focused fall festival!
Live music*Apple Treats*Activities & Crafts (See page 4 for details)
$7 per person; Free for Friends of Wehr members
Pay at the door or skip the line and pre-purchase at: https://friendsofwehr.org/fundraisers/

Sponsored by
Wehr’s 34th Annual

Halloween
Haunts
October 13, 14, and 15

This event for the whole family celebrates
the natural side of Halloween. Learn about
misunderstood critters from costumed
characters as you follow a Jack-o-lantern lit
path through the Enchanted Forest.
Purchase your tickets early for this popular evening of education and
entertainment. Go to https://friendsofwehr.org/halloweenhaunts/
for details and to purchase tickets.
$10 per person Advance tickets are required and are on sale now
Tickets are for a specific hike time, starting between 6 and 8:30 pm

Halloween Haunts Matinee

A Daytime, Accessible Halloween Event for All Ages

Sat., Oct. 15, 2-3:30 pm

This daytime, not-scary
event features a self-guided
walk into a Wetland Wonderland complete with friendly
costumed characters (no
masks or face paint), a
simple Halloween craft,
and a chance to meet
Wehr’s education animals.
This inclusive event is designed to be sensory-friendly and accessible.
Learn more at: https://friendsofwehr.org/halloweenhaunts/.
$5 per person, payable at the door.

Plein Air Art  

Sunday, October 9,
1- 3 pm

Beginners and
experienced painters
of all ages are welcome to join us for a relaxing
afternoon of open-air painting at Wehr. We will
provide a brief introduction and basic art supplies.
Capture Wehr’s fall beauty as you create your own
masterpiece or two. This is an opportunity to try
Plein Air painting with the support of fellow artists
but is not a formal instructional program.
Fee: $20 per person; $15 Friends of Wehr members
Online registration required by Thursday, October 6
Recommended for ages 10 and up

Holiday Wreath Making
Saturday, October 29,
9:30 am - 12 pm

Kick off the holiday
season with friends
and family at Wehr’s
wreath making
workshop. Enjoy
muffins and mimosas
as you decorate a
holiday/seasonal
wreath made from oriental bittersweet harvested
at Wehr (an invasive plant). The program includes a
ready-made wreath, fall/Christmas decorations to
add, beverages, and snacks.
Fees:$37 per person; $32 for Friends of Wehr members
Online registration is required by October 26
Must be 21 or older to attend

Center
News

Partnerships Help Wehr Thrive and Grow

SEWISC Supports Invasive Plant Removal

As you adventure along Wehr’s trails experiencing the bursting colors
in the prairie, woodlands, and wetlands it is easy to forget you are in a
park within a region of over 1.5 million people. Sustaining this oasis of
natural diversity requires constant stewardship by staff and the over 50
volunteers that take part weekly in our Wheel and Chip Society, Earth
Care Crew, and Eco Warriors groups.
This summer we were fortunate to receive a grant from the Southeast
Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium (SEWISC) to help maintain
Wehr’s native biodiversity. The funds provided necessary equipment,
PPE, and expert guidance for control of Flowering Rush, Butomus
umbellatus and Yellow Iris, Iris pseudacorus, two invasive plants threatening Mallard Lake.
In June, staff and volunteers competed in SEWISC’s annual Pull-a-Thon, collecting over 1,500 pounds of garlic mustard and
dame’s rocket. We were pleased to be in the top five teams our first year participating! The event even championed a new
relationship with volunteers from Aon Risk Management Solutions. Volunteers and partnerships such as these provide crucial
support to not only keep our natural areas maintained, but assist with everything we do.

AAW Helps Grow Wehr’s Accessibility

Another crucial partnership was formally recognized with the launch of the
first all-terrain outdoor wheelchair in Milwaukee County, hosted at Wehr in
partnership with Access Ability Wisconsin (AAW). Executive Director, Monica
Spaeni shared at the July Open House: The outdoor wheelchair at Wehr is
the 24th spread across 13 Wisconsin counties. This is the first in
Milwaukee County.
“Absolutely need to have one here,” Spaeni said. “I’m expecting it to get
heavy use.”
AAW partners with host sites throughout the Midwest to provide free
access to outdoor areas anywhere through reservation of the chair and its
travel trailer. Thanks to tremendous media support, the outdoor wheelchair
is getting incredible use already and we look forward to seeing how the
partnership continues to evolve over time.
Though the weather may be cooling and the plants and wildlife hunkering down, the team at Wehr is
gearing up for a busy fall event season. Kicking off with the Friends of Wehr’s Cider Sunday fundraiser,
followed by an accessible birding event co-hosted by the Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society, the return of
Halloween Haunts, and so much more, Wehr continues its vision of being “A place for everyone, a place
for all seasons.” I am truly honored to be guiding this vision forward and celebrating one year as Director
of this incredibly special place.
With thanks,
Carly Hintz, Director

Announcing Your New E-Newsletter in 2023

We are excited to announce a transition to a new all-digital newsletter starting in January of 2023.
This e-newsletter will feature stories, photos, and updates about Wehr you are looking for. Join
us in this effort to help the environment and save money by reducing the use of paper. Our focus
remains on being a leading destination for providing equitable access to nature.
•Please help by updating your communication preferences and email address. Visit
www.friendsofwehr.org and log into your account. You can add or update your email within the
“preferences” screen. Need help? Call 414 425-8550 or email info@friendsofwehr.org.
•Please let us know if you prefer a printed newsletter on your renewal notice. It will be made available on a limited basis for an additional fee of $15 per year.
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Message from the Friends of Wehr President

I would like to share more about your Friends of Wehr board members and what they do. This group of 15
elected, volunteer board officers and members meet monthly to make decisions about the operations and
projects of the Friends of Wehr. Board member ideas, decisions, and projects focus on our vision:
The Friends of Wehr believe that every person deserves to have access to nature year-round. We support
Wehr’s mission of inspiring current and future generations to explore and value the natural world.
To view board member profiles and the Friends of Wehr annual report, visit our website at
friendsofwehr.org/about and scroll down.
On behalf of the board, I thank our Friends of Wehr members, volunteers and donors who support Wehr with
their time, talent, donations, and love of nature. As we move into this season of giving, please consider:
•Making a donation to Wehr on Giving Tuesday, November 29th, a national day of giving
(the Tuesday after Thanksgiving)
•Giving your time as a volunteer at our upcoming fall events
•Joining, renewing, upgrading, or gifting a Friends of Wehr annual membership
•Visiting the Friends of Wehr Nature Store to purchase your Wehr swag - logoed apparel,
water bottles and more.
Your support helps us provide accessible and educational nature experiences for
Thank you to Jackie Crivello’s
people of all abilities.
Wild Birds Unlimited for
For more information about ways to support Wehr, visit friendsofwehr.org/support.
their continuing support in
Wishing you a wonderful fall season filled with the beauty and joy of nature.
keeping our feeders full and
our
birds
happy.
Wild
Birds Unlimited located
I hope to see you at our fall events and on the trails!
at 4454 S. 108th St. Greenfield.
Cindy Lorentzen, Friends of Wehr President

WEHR WORDS - Editor: Bev Bryant
Contributors: Bev Bryant, Mary Gaub, Carly Hintz,
Cindy Lorentzen, Rachel Ginn

Mark Your Calendars - Cider Sunday Returns
Supported by Elite Sponsor

October 2, 11 am-4 pm

Celebrate fall at this family favorite event. This year’s event celebrates
our Wisconsin apple growing heritage.
Enjoy live music, tasty apple treats, interactive hikes,
pumpkin bowling, cake walk, and more!
There will be a new apple-themed Story Stroll to enjoy as you amble
Wehr’s trails among the autumn colors.
Cider Sunday is the Friends of Wehr Nature Center’s largest fundraiser
and supports the center’s vision to be a regional leader in providing
equitable access to nature. All proceeds benefit the educational
programming and land management that help make Wehr Nature
Center a natural gem in southeastern Wisconsin.
To skip the line, we recommend purchasing admission online in advance.
Look for details our website coming soon!
$7 per person FREE for Friends of Wehr Members
$4 per car parking fee
Tap your toes while you sip your cider with live music from

The Bluegrass Allstars and Sweet Sheiks

The Sweet Sheiks, 11:30 am-2:15 pm Listen: https://youtu.be/38GlvI5J1ls
The Bluegrass All Stars, 2:30-4 pm Listen: https://youtu.be/1LHKmgprZqo

Nature
Volunteer
News

Volunteer Spotlight:
SPARK!

Upcoming Opportunities for Current Volunteers
Earth Care: Plant related tasks with on-the-job training provided.
Tuesdays, through October 25, 9-11 am

Dotty’s Crafters: Wednesdays, October 5,
November 2, and December 7, 1-3 pm

Eco Warriors: Invasive species removal with on-the-job training

provided. Every Wednesday through November 30, 9-11 am
Just a tiny spark can make a big difference in the lives of
those living with early to mid-stage dementia and their care
givers. Each month Wehr is host to a SPARK! program, funded
We need your help to create our 34th Annual Halloween
by the generosity of Bader Philanthropies, that brings together
Haunts. Learn about the volunteer opportunities at
adults with memory loss and their care partners. Participants
https://friendsofwehr.org/halloween-haunts-volunteers/
enjoy time “in the moment” discovering nature, music, art and
Decorating: Sunday, October 9, 4-6 pm
comradery in a welcoming, fun, and interactive environment.
Dress Rehearsal: Mon., Oct. 10, 6-8 pm
Wehr Volunteers make this program possible
Volunteers working as Enchanted Forest guides must
“I volunteer for SPARK!, because I find the support we give to
attend this session
the attendees who come to be very rewarding. I know how
Pumpkin Carving: Wednesday,
much having support means to caregivers and people with
October 12, 9 am-4 pm
memory issues, because I was a caregiver for my dad before
Event Help: Thursday- Saturday,
he passed away last year,” says volunteer Joanne Schilz. She
October 13-15; shifts vary
is always willing to jump in and share her musical talents with
Halloween Haunts Matinee: Saturday,
the group. “I feel that I have formed connections with the group
and look forward to the activities we do and the stories we tell.” October 15, 1:30-4:30 pm
Help with our accessible afternoon version of the Haunts.
Judy Brooks-Levar enjoys helping with the SPARK! Program
Volunteers needed include performers, nature
because it is fun for her to hang out with people her own age.
interpreters, crafters, and greeters.
“We have the same memories of growing up in the 40’s and

Halloween Haunts

50’s and can laugh and talk about them together.”
Do you know of someone who might benefit from this
program? Are you interested in volunteering to help? Contact
SPARK! Coordinator,
Emily Brown, for
more information.
emily.brown@
milwaukeecounty
wi.gov
Wehr’s Annual Volunteer Celebration

Nature is for Every-Body

Sunday, November 6, 12-3 pm
Sign-up on Volgistics starting October 10.

Ongoing Opportunities

Phenology, Wheel ‘n Chip Society, Teaching Volunteers, Trail
Ambassadors, Office Work and more! To find descriptions of
volunteer opportunities and apply to become a volunteer,
go to http://www.friendsofwehr.org/volunteer/ and fill out
an online application, or contact Mary Gaub at mary.gaub@
milwaukeecountywi.gov or 414-425-8550.
New volunteers are always welcome!

New Volunteers

The following new people joined Wehr’s volunteer
At last year’s Volunteer Celebration we
crew between April 14 and August 10, 2022.
learned about Wehr’s new BHAG- Big Hairy
Please say “Hi” and welcome them to the Wehr
Audacious Goal - to become a leading destination in the Midwest for
family the next time you see them.
Raghav Kondapalli
modeling not only best practices in accessibility, but contributing to
Ginny Gest
Amiro Phoenix
dismantling issues related to justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion to
Ronald Gest
Hailey Berenato
allow for greater access to nature. In other words, to make Wehr a
Nicholas Marinello
Joss Leaf
place where Nature is for Every-Body. We have already made great
Tairan Sun
Cindy Prom
strides to reach this goal, with the help of many, especially our
Michele Mitchem
Jeremy Lewandowski
volunteers. Damian Buchman, Founder and CEO of the Ability Center
Vinita Nair
Deanna
Sommerfeld
of Milwaukee, is our guest speaker for this year’s event. Damian’s
Robert Hougham
journey through a battle with cancer has allowed him “to understand
first-hand what it means to be: left out, not to play, to be limited, to be granted access without an opportunity.” He will help us to
understand that we are all part of one demographic—Temporarily Able-Bodied – TAB. You won’t want to miss this dynamic
passionate man as he fights “to provide everyBODY with a DAILY opportunity to be fit, active, healthy and to play-TOGETHER!”
We will also plan to return to our beloved potluck luncheon. Stay tuned for more details. Can’t wait!

OCTOBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Fall Bike Hike
9-11 am
For more information
call 414-425-8550
All programs & events
subject to change.
$4 parking fee applies
to most programs.

2

3

4

8-10 am

5

6

7 Camera Club

Big Sit
Birding
Event
7 am-12 pm
Wild Ones
1:30-3:30 pm
Full Moon Walk
7-9 pm

9-11 am
10:3011:30 am

9-11 am
Cider Sunday
11 am-4 pm

9

10

11

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am

8-10 am
Wehr Naturally:
Plein Air Art
1-3 pm
NatureNauts
Halloween Haunts
1-2 pm
Rehearsal
Halloween Haunts 6-8 pm
Decorating 4-6 pm

16

Wehr Astronomical
Dotty’s Crafters
Society
1-3 pm
7-9 pm

9-11 am
10:3011:30 am
9-11 am

17

8-10 am

18

19

24

14

15

Halloween Haunts
6-8:30 pm
Wehr’s Visitor Center Open
12-4:30 pm

20

9-11 am
10:3011:30 am

9-11 am

Little Wonders
for Twos
30 9:30-10:30 am
8-10 am
Little
Wonders
31
for Threes
8-10 am 11 am-noon
Meet the Trees
1-3pm

13

Halloween
Haunts Matinee
2-3:30 pm

Halloween Haunts
Pumpkin Carving
9 am-4 pm

25

21

9-11 am
9-11 am
10:30-11:30 am

22

H

8-11 pm

26

Flow Yoga
9-10 am

5-6 pm

WMAS
7-9 pm

1-2:30 pm

23

12

8

9-11 am

27

for Families
10-11 am

28

29
Wehr Naturally:
Wreath Making
Workshop
9:30 am-noon

NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4

5

9-11 am

10:30-11:30 am
Dotty’s Crafters
1-3 pm

6

7

8-10 am

Wehr
Astronomical
Society
7-9 pm

8

9

11 Camera Club

For Families 10-11 am
For Vets3:30-4:30 pm

10:30-11:30 am

Wild Ones
1:30-3:30 pm

Herp Society
6:30-9 pm

13

Little Wonders
2 yr olds
9:30-10:30 am
8-10 am
3 yr olds
Nature Wizard
for Families 11 am-noon
1-2:30 pm

20

14

15

16

22

23
9-11 am

9-11 am

10:30-11:30 am

27

28

18

24

25

Squirrels 101
2-4 pm

19

Wisconsin Metro
Audubon Society
7-9 pm

21

NatureNauts
1-2 pm

17

9-11 am
10:3011:30 am

1-2:30 pm

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am

8-10 am

12

9-11 am

9-11 am

Volunteer
Celebration
12-3 pm

8-10 am

10

29

30

Flow Yoga 26
9-10 am

Pop-up Nature
1-3 pm
Family Owl
Prowl at
The visitor center is closed.
Greenfield
Enjoy the trails.
Park 5:30-7:30 pm

9-11 am
For more information
call 414-425-8550

10:30-11:30 am

All programs & events
subject to change.
$4 parking fee applies
to most programs.

DECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3

For more information
call 414-425-8550
All programs & events
subject to change.
$4 parking fee applies
to most programs.

4

Little Wonders
for Twos
9-10 am
9:30-10:30 am
Nature Wizard
Little Wonders
for Families for Threes
1-2:30 pm 11am- 12 pm

5

6

Dotty’s Crafters
1-3 pm

7

8

9 Camera Club 9-11 am 10
Wild Ones 1:30-3:30 pm

Herp Society
6:30-9 pm

For Families 10-11 am
For Vets 3:30-4:30 pm
Owl Prowl
for Families
5:30-7:30 pm

for Adults
at Grant Park
7-9 pm

11

12

13

NatureNauts
9:30-10:30 am

14

15

16

17
Flow Yoga
9-10 am

9-10 am
1-3 pm

NatureNauts
1-2 pm

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

9-10 am
1-2:30 pm
Christmas Bird Count
9 am-3 pm

25

Wehr’s Visitor Center is Closed
Enjoy the trails!

26

Wehr’s Visitor
Center is Closed
Enjoy the trails!

27

28

29

30

Winter Walk
at Wehr
12:30-2 pm

31

Nature
Discovery
For
Children

Little Wonders

A program for 2 and 3 year olds to share with their favorite adult
Times: 9:30-10:30 am for Two-Year-Olds 11 am-Noon for Three-Year-Olds

Falling Leaves

Monday, October 24
Celebrate the beauty of autumn with your toddler as we learn all about trees. We
will read Fall Leaves Fall by Zoe Hall, use our bodies to make a tree, go for a leaf
collecting walk, and enjoy a leafy snack.

Super Senses

Monday, November 14
Toddlers will touch, listen, sniff, observe, and taste as we celebrate our “super”
senses. We’ll read My Five Senses by Alika, enjoy a sweet/salty/sour snack, and do
lots of activities that engage the children’s senses.

Tracks and Trails

Monday, December 5

Tots will become nature detectives as we
search for the clues animals leave behind.
We will read Forest Tracks by Dee Dee Duffy,
use stampers to create footprint art, and
explore outdoors looking for animal signs.

NatureNauts

A series of fun-filled programs for children 4-6 years old and their favorite adult
Times: 1-2 pm for Sunday Classes 9:30-10:30 am for Monday Classes

Going Batty

Sunday, October 9, 1-2 pm Monday, October 10, 9:30-10:30 am
NatureNauts will “go batty” as they get the facts on bats! Make a bat craft, see a real bat house, and learn how we compare
to our bat friends. Discover how bats eat bugs, flies, and gnats, so flutter over to where the bats are at.

Scampering Squirrels

Sunday, November 20, 1-2 pm Monday, November 21, 9:30-10:30 am
NatureNauts will go nuts as they discover the acrobatic antics of our squirrelly neighbors. See real live
squirrels and make a craft squirrel that climbs.

Busy Beaver

Sunday, December 11, 1-2 pm
Monday, December 12, 9:30-10:30 am

Get busy and discover the secrets of nature’s
hardest working engineer – the beaver!
Join us as we sing the beaver song, make
a craft beaver, and touch a tree that’s been
gnawed by a real beaver.

On-line registration is required two days
prior to the program date
Fees: $12 per child
$10 for Milwaukee County residents
$7 Friends of Wehr members
Additional $4 parking fee for non-members

j

Make plans to do your holiday shopping at the Friends of Wehr Nature Store. Our annual Snowflake sale
will be back running October 1st through December 31st. Pick a snowflake for a discount of 20 - 50%
off your total sale. FOW members will receive an additional 10% off.
We feature unique puzzles, new books, and beautiful, nature-themed
jewelry. We also have brightly colored adult and youth apparel PLUS
new breathable tees perfect for workouts. Back by popular demand
we have polished stones, small bugs, and scientific “Kidz Labs” kits.
We proudly offer postcards by Wehr’s own artist, Karen Kerans,
featuring beautiful Wehr landmarks, only $1.50 each. Karen’s original
art is also featured on greeting/holiday cards.
Please call 414-425-8550 for store hours.

Nature
Discovery
For
Adults
Meet the Trees: Fall ID
Sunday Oct. 30, 1-3 pm

You have walked by them, admired
their beauty, and appreciated their
shade, but have you ever really met
a tree? Join a naturalist to learn
more about the spectacular trees that grace Wehr’s
trails. We will learn to use a simple tree identification key
as we enjoy the beauty of the forest in fall.
Fees: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee County residents;
$7 for Friends of Wehr members
Online registration is required two days before the program

Squirrels 101

Saturday, November 19, 2-4 pm

They fascinate and
frustrate us with
their backyard acrobatics and digging.
Join Wehr Nature
Center naturalist Bev
Bryant to learn all
about gray squirrels.
We’ll discuss
strategies for living in peace with these rascally rodents
and go on a walk to observe squirrel behaviors in action!
Fees: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee County residents;
$7 for Friends of Wehr members

Flow Yoga

Saturdays October 22,
November 26, December 17,
9-10 am
Location: Wehr’s Amphitheater or Gardner Room

Join us for a 60-minute outdoor, all levels vinyasa flow
class in partnership with The Barefoot Haven in Greendale.
Grab some friends and enjoy your morning in a serene
nature-based setting. https://www.thebarefoothaven.com
Fees: $15 per person
$4 per car or free for FOW members
Hike along with this group that
walks Wehr’s trails together for
camaraderie, exercise, and fun.
Meet in the Visitor Center.
Every Wednesday in October & November;
does not meet in December Time: 10:30-11:30 am
No fee or registration required, $4 parking fee

Explore Fall Birding
Big Sit Bird Count

Saturday Oct 8, 7am - 12pm

To celebrate World Migratory Bird Day and
inspire a curiosity for birding, Wehr is
partnering with Wisconsin Metro Audubon
Society (WMAS) to host a “Big Sit” bird count. Enjoy a morning
of observing birds by both sight and sound from the convenience of one stationary location. Birders of all ages, abilities,
and levels are welcome to discover and test their skills at
Wehr’s Viewing Deck or the South
Pier. Experienced birders and binoculars will be on hand for visitors
to access. Stop by the count sites
to check out species seen on our
white board. Donations are welcomed to advance our efforts to be
a leading destination for equitable
John Mishefske
access to nature.
https://friendsofwehr.org/honorary-memorial-gifts/
No fee or registration required, regular parking fee in effect.

Christmas Bird Count

Sunday, December 18, 9 am-3 pm

Community Science
volunteers needed! We
will be counting wintering birds at Wehr, as
well as many other sites
within the southern half
of Milwaukee County.
You’ll meet some talented
and persistent birders as
we observe birds in the most important and longest-running
nationwide bird count. Beginners and experienced birders
welcome. There is an optional potluck chili lunch at noon at
Wehr provided by Friends of Wehr.
Free, but please register by December 16 by emailing Carol at
carol.howard@milwaukeecountywi.gov.
Join us for a morning birding hike led by
fellow birders. We meet every Sunday
in front of the visitor center to
enjoy birds in all seasons.
All levels of experience are welcome.
8-10 am April to November ; 9-10 am Dec. to March
No fee or registration required, regular parking fee in effect.

Plein Air Art

Sunday, October 9, 1-3 pm

Holiday Wreath Making

Saturday, October 29, 9:30 am - 12 pm

See Front Page for details on these fun, crafty programs!

Nature
Discovery
For
Families
Fall Bike Hike

Saturday, Oct. 1,
9-11 am

Take a trip back in
time! On a leisurelypaced, guided bike ride you’ll
explore ancient natural features in the landscape, historic landmarks, and the wildlife
of Whitnall Park and Root River Parkway.
All participants are required to provide
their own bicycles, water, and helmets.
Fee: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee
County residents; $7 for Friends of Wehr
members Online registration required two
days prior to program
Recommended for ages 6 and older.

Full Moon Walk
Saturday, October 8, 7-9 pm

Ever wonder where the terms “lunatic” and
“honeymoon” came from? Learn the facts
and folklore about our closest celestial neighbor: the Moon! Explore Wehr Nature Center
on a 1-hour hike under the “Hunter’s Moon”.
Enjoy campfire treats following the hike.
Fee: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee
County residents; $7 for Friends of Wehr
members Online registration required two days
prior to program
Recommended for ages 6 and older.

For Families
Sat., Nov. 26, 5:30-7:30 pm at Greenfield Park Pavilion
Sat., Dec. 10, 5:30 – 7:30pm at Wehr
Join a naturalist for an evening with the owls. An interactive
program will highlight the amazing adaptations of our
nocturnal neighbors. Come prepared to walk in search of
great-horned and Eastern screech owls. Each child will
dissect an owl pellet to discover what owls eat for dinner!
Fee: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee County residents; $7 for Friends of Wehr
members
Online registration required two days prior to program
Recommended for ages 6 and older.

Nature’s Fall Bounty Saturday, November 26

Join us to discover the seeds, nuts, and berries of
nature’s harvest season. We’ll read A Seed Is Sleepy
by Dianna Aston (Author), Sylvia Long (Illustrator),
share a scavenger activity, and make a craft in
celebration of this special time of year.

Sensational Spiders

Saturday, December 17, 1-3 pm

Join us to discover why spiders are so
sensational! They might seem scary to
some, but spiders are important in many
cultural myths. We will read a story, share
a craft, and explore other spidery activities.
Recommended for Ages 5 and older
$5 per family, $4 per car for parking
Registration is required two days before the program.

Brooke Gilley

Nature Wizard for Families

A Monthly Series for Members of the Friends of Wehr
Make Wehr part of your family time. Friends of Wehr members
at the family level or higher can join a naturalist for a FREE,
monthly themed discovery walk along Wehr’s trails. Each
program will feature a short, introductory activity followed by
a guided nature walk.
Important Program Details:
These programs are appropriate for children 5 years and older
Register on-line early to guarantee a spot; same day registration if space allows.

Busy Beavers Sunday, November 13, 1-2:30 pm

Beavers really are BUSY at Wehr this time of year. Families will learn about
amazing beaver adaptations that help these rodents be nature’s engineers.
We’ll walk to look for beaver signs, including their dam, lodge, and chewings.

Talking Turkey Sunday, Dec. 4, 1-2:30 pm

We’ll learn how to punt, cluck, and gobble like turkey as
we explore the lives of our wild turkey neighbors. Families
will go on a guided walk to look for turkeys and their signs

Winter Walk at Wehr

Saturday, Dec. 31st, 12:30-2 pm

Join a naturalist for a guided hike through Wehr’s
winter wonderland. Discover the amazing adaptations of plants and animals and how they survive
Wisconsin’s wild winter.
Fee: $12 per person; $10 for Milwaukee County
residents; $7 for Friends of Wehr members
Online registration required two days prior to program
Recommended for ages 6 and older.

H

Friday, Oct. 21, 8-11 pm

Look through a telescope and learn about the night
sky with experts from the Wehr Astronomical
Society. Cloudy skies cancel event.
No registration or fee. Location: Overlook parking
lot on east side of Mallard Lake

Wehr is fortunate to host several organizations who share their passion and knowledge
Community
Organizations about the natural world with the public. For more information about these organizations

and details about their programs, please visit their websites or call Wehr (414) 425-8550.

Madison Area Herpetological Society (MAHS) educates enthusiasts
and the public about misunderstood reptiles and amphibians. Public programs are held on the second Wednesday of each
month, 6:30-8:30 pm. Visit https://www.facebook.com/Madisonherps/
Wehr Camera Club is dedicated to sharing a passion for photography and nature. Public programs are held the 2nd
Saturday, year-round, from 9-11 am. Visit https://www.wnccc.net/ for program information.

Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society

is a chapter of the National Audubon Society that encourages environmental
stewardship through education and conservation. Public programs are held the third Wednesday of each month from 7-9 pm,
September through May. Visit https://wisconsinmetroaudubonsociety.org/ for program information.

Wild Ones, Natural Landscapers, Inc. supports the preservation, restoration, and establishment of native plant

communities by promoting the use of native plants in landscaping. Meetings on the second Saturday of the month September to

April, 1:30-3:30 pm. Visit www.milwaukeesouthwestwehr.wildones.org for program information.

Wehr Astronomical Society

is a group of amateur astronomers that promote the study of astronomy. Meetings
are the 2nd Tuesday of February through June and September & November; 1st Tuesday evening in October, 7-9 pm.
Visit https://www.facebook.com/WehrAstronomicalSociety/.

Programs
For
Special
Audiences

Wehr Nature Center strives to be a Place for All Seasons, A Place for Everyone.
We welcome people of all abilities and have developed programs with their needs in
mind. These programs are open to anyone who fits the audience description. Please
contact the program coordinator if you have any questions.

Connecting Veterans and their families
to nature experiences
Veterans from all branches of
service, whether active duty,
reserve or retired personnel
and their families, are invited to
attend. We enjoy camaraderie
on experiential hikes along
Wehr’s trails observing
seasonal nature happenings
and escaping the daily grind.

Hikes for Adult
Veterans: Friday, Oct. 21,

5-6 pm; Saturdays, Nov.12 &
Dec. 10, 3:30-4:30 pm

Family Sessions:

Saturdays at 10-11 am;
Oct. 22, Nov. 12, Dec. 10

Programs are offered at no
cost. Please register at least a
day before the hike at: https://friendsofwehr.org/adults/

Nature programs for adults with
memory loss and their care partner
SPARK! is a monthly program designed for people experiencing early to mid-stage cognitive changes, brain trauma and
memory challenges and their care partners. Sessions focus on
a different nature-related topic each month and provide a rich
indoor and outdoor experience that celebrates the beauty of
the natural world.
SPARK! programs are offered at no cost, but we ask that you
complete this online questionnaire before attending.
https://friendsofwehr.org/spark/
Wehr’s SPARK! programs are funded
by a grant from the Bader Foundation
Upcoming SPARK! sessions

Halloween Matinee
October 18

Thanks to You!
November 15

Winter’s Gifts

December 20
On the third Tuesday of
each month from 1-2:30 pm

For holiday gift giving, decorations and treats, shop at AmazonSmile and they will give back to Wehr Nature Center! Just
switch your regular Amazon account to AmazonSmile-all the same shopping, shipping, etc.-even Prime.
Pick Friends of Wehr as your charity. Amazon gives .05% of your purchases to WNC!
And that will make us ALL smile!!
Click here to start helping today!

A Summer Intern’s Story

When I started my internship, I wasn’t really sure what to
expect. Sure, the hope was to get a little work in my field
of interest and see professionals in action but I worried
that the reality would be a job consisting of coffee,
copies, and desk work. My internship at Wehr was
vastly different. I led programs, introduced kids to nature,
waded through creeks catching tadpoles, learned from
the naturalists, went to a green conference, and worked
through projects. In addition, I altered kids’ programs to
engage and accommodate this year’s schools, worked
with the Zablocki VA to include the
spinal cord injury unit in Wehr’s pre-existing veteran’s
program, and reimagined spaces like Wehr’s bird wall. I
was treated with a great deal of trust, and given freedom
to be involved in a myriad of ways. I wanted to make
sure that through my work as an intern, I would be able to give back to Wehr.
I wanted to “open a new door” for the center.
As it turns out, that door was right in front of me. Being in college, I witnessed
high emotion and low mental health.
In a single semester, several friends
showed me just how scary mental
health could become. Sometimes we
want to take care of ourselves, but we
don’t know where to start. I thought
back to every time I had taken a walk
under the trees to relieve my stress
and I wondered—could there be a
reason that nature improved my
mental health? Could others benefit
from it? And like the science-lover
that I am, I threw myself into research.
There was a lot more information than I expected! The consensus was clear:
nature has a positive effect on mental health. I decided to narrow my efforts
further, focusing on patients with substance use disorder. Psychological studies
show that substance use is a mental disorder and research suggests that it often
has comorbidity with other mental disorders, especially depression, PTSD, and
anxiety. Separate studies showed that connecting with nature lowers depressive
thoughts, anxiety, and suicidal thoughts. They also have found how a natural
setting improves the ability to form relationships with the world and with other
people in those who struggle with substance use disorder.

Given the positive findings in the research,
I decided this would be a great time for
Wehr to add some type of programming to
positively impact mental health. I decided
to start small, creating an Instagram series
that encourages families to get outside and
at the same time explaining why it is
important. But what I truly wanted was
to lay the foundation for a program that
could continue to develop into the future
at Wehr.
My next step was to consult the experts. I
was able to get in contact with Dr. Kirsten
Beyer, Professor of Epidemiology at the Medical College of Wisconsin, Jamie
Ferschinger, Director of Environmental Health and Community Wellness at
Sixteenth Street, and Dr. David Songco, Director of Behavioral Health at
Ascension Health Care. The three of them were incredibly helpful in different
ways in guiding me on how to create the basics of such a program. I was able to
get a better idea of the lengthy work of forming a program as well as the
troubles I might run into along the way. With their help, I am hopeful I can at
least get things started to begin this long journey.
Even as this program becomes the
beginning of a new chapter at Wehr, it is
sadly the end to mine as an intern. I will
continue to be in contact with the
wonderful staff here to help my ideas
become reality for the Wehr community.
I am so grateful to have been welcomed
into the Wehr family, and I cannot wait to
see where Wehr Nature Center goes from
here!
Rachel Ginn, 2022 Summer Intern

Donating to Wehr
Donations are used to fund every aspect of the Wehr Nature Center including accessibility, natural areas stewardship,
children’s programming, special public events, summer interns, Wehr Outreach, live animals, and education. Choose the
giving option that’s right for you:
•General Fund – Your donation will be used where it is needed most.
https://secure.friendsofwehr.org/np/clients/friendsofwehr/donation.jsp?

•Honorary & Memorial Gifts – Recognize someone special with a gift in their honor or memory with a Giving Tree leaf,
ampitheater bench, boardwalk section, commemorative brick, accessible Bird Blind or a group memorial donation for an
individual. https://friendsofwehr.org/honorary-memorial-gifts/

•AmazonSmile – Shop at smile.amazon.com and select Friends of Wehr Inc. as your charitable organization of choice. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products.

•Corporate Matching Gifts

– Determine if your employer will match your gift by contacting your human resources office.

•Directed Withdrawal from a Retirement Account

– If you are over age 72, make a tax-favored charitable gift from
your IRA. Contact your IRA institution to include Friends of Wehr as a recipient.

•Planned Giving – Include us as a beneficiary in your will, trust, life insurance or retirement account. Contact your financial
advisor to select the Friends of Wehr as a recipient.

•Waterstone Bank’s Charitable Checking Program

– Select Friends of Wehr as your choice recipient for an annual
donation based on average account balances. This program raised over $1700 in 2021.
https://www.wsbonline.com/charitable-checking
For more information and to donate online, visit https://friendsofwehr.org/donate.
Friends of Wehr is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Donations are tax-exempt to the extent provided by law.

COME JOIN US!

The Friends of Wehr believe that every person deserves to have access to nature.
Wehr offers opportunities to explore the beauty of nature year round. Five miles
of trails on our 220-acre nature preserve feature forest, wetland, prairie, oak
savanna, a lake, and waterfall. Whether you want to hike, participate in a class,
attend a special event, take part in wellness activities, or just need to soak in the
tranquility of nature from a bench, Wehr and the Friends welcome you!
Your annual membership provides you with:
• Discounts on programs
• 10% discount in the Nature Store
• Free parking
• Priority registration for Halloween Haunts
• Quarterly E-newsletter
NATURE CENTER
• Reduced Fees on Select Events/Programs

FRIENDS OF

To join go to
https://friendsofwehr.org/membership/

WEHR

Wish List:
If you are interested in donating any of these items, or
would like to contribute money towards their purchase,
please contact Carol at (414) 425-8550. Your contributions
are tax deductible when made to the Friends of Wehr.

Save Then Date

Maple Sugar Weekend
March 18 & 19

Wood Puzzles for Little Wonders

Radius
Root
Slayer
Shovel
22011
Check out these donation items on AmazonSmile! Click
the image and go to the AmazonSmile page. Use your
AmazonSmile account that gives back to Wehr for
whatever you buy!
(See page 11 for more info.)

9701 W. College Ave.
Franklin, WI 53132 In Whitnall Park
414-425-8550 Open Daily 8:30-4:30
(Check for holiday hours)

http://www.friendsofwehr.org

Give Your Parks Some Love This Fall
Volunteer, donate, and visit your
Milwaukee County Parks!
https://www.loveyourparksmke.com/

LOOK FOR
US ON
FACEBOOK

